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Body-Worn Cameras (BWCs) are essential tools for protecting the rights and
freedoms of citizens from unlawful actions by state officials, such as threats, the use of
excessive force, or physical torture. The use of BWCs promotes transparency in law
enforcement and reduces disputes arising from officers' actions, ensuring that police
officers adhere to legal standards and minimize improper behavior.

Studies have shown that recording audio and video during police operations, such
as searches and arrests, is a practice increasingly adopted in many countries, such as the
United States and France, to enhance transparency and trust in the justice system. In
Thailand, Section 22, paragraph one of Prevention and Suppression of Torture and
Enforced Disappearance Act B.E. 2565 mandates that the "responsible police officer" must
record audio and video. This refers to officers who have arrested, detained, imprisoned,
or otherwise restricted the personal liberty of individuals. The responsible police officer

must continuously record audio and video during the arrest and detention until the



individual is handed over to investigators or released. Exceptions are allowed only in cases
of force majeure, in which the officer must document the reason in the detention record.

However, certain legal provisions regarding Section 22 create challenges in real-life
operations, leading to situations where officers cannot continuously record audio and
video or fully collect evidence. This can hinder the process of filing charges with the
prosecutor or lead to court rulings that do not punish the defendant beyond reasonable
doubt. Furthermore, failure to fulfill the duty of recording without just cause may subject
the officer to criminal liability and disciplinary action under the National Police Act.

This independent research proposes that exceptions to the recording requirement
should be broadened beyond the current sole exception of "force majeure." Since
"exceptions" that limit the rights and duties of individuals must be narrowly applied, the
law should specify circumstances where officers can use discretion to refrain from
recording. Additionally, it is recommended that Thailand acquire an additional 171,808
body-worn cameras. These cameras should be modern, durable, and capable of recording

audio and video efficiently, keeping pace with current technological advancements.



