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This study examines the concepts and principles regarding the use of discretion
in disclosing official information related to procurement by local administrative
organizations. It explores legal measures concerning the discretion exercised by state
agencies or officials in disclosing government information on procurement in both
foreign countries and Thailand. The current problems related to the use of discretion
by state agencies or officials in failing to disclose procurement information of local
administrative organizations were studied and appropriate legal measures for these
issues were proposed. The data from legal texts, judicial rulings, academic articles,
theses, and relevant research reports were analyzed along with theories on the
disclosure of procurement information by local administrative organizations under Thai
and foreign laws.

The study found that access rights to government information regarding
procurement by local government organizations were categorized into three levels:
general disclosure, disclosure to the public for participatory benefits, and disclosure to
affected or interested parties. Public disclosure was defined as the public observing
procurement activities of state agencies and having the right to utilize information to
file complaints for legal scrutiny of procurement processes. However, there was a lack
of clear criteria and procedures for enabling public participation in observing specific

stages of government procurement processes. The problem of non-disclosure of



government information regarding the procurement was raised because such
information is within the discretionary power of state agencies, leading to discrepancies
in public access rights that do not align with legal intent. Even when requested by the
public, officials have the right to refuse disclosure, which can be challenged through
administrative appeals for information disclosure. Remedial measures should therefore
include establishing provisions that require evaluations and assessments of the
consequences of withholding or disclosing information. This approach means to ensure

clarity in decision-making and practices related to information disclosure.



