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ABSTRACT

Independent Study Title Due Diligence in the Context of Solving the

Transboundary Haze Problem in Thailand

Researcher Ms. Putita Siriprukphong
Degree Name Master of Laws
Academic Year 2022

This independent study focused on examining the problems, facts, and
impacts of haze pollution as well as transboundary haze pollution in Thailand and
the international obligations to exercise due diligence. The study also explored
Thailand's legal measures for complying to international due diligence obligations in
preventing, reducing, and controlling transboundary haze pollution. The results of
the study were then compared to Thailand's ability to enforce Singapore's legal
system against the entities responsible for haze pollution, which could lead to
international due diligence obligations.

According to the study, the current situation of transboundary haze
pollution in Thailand is concerning, as people living in the upper northern region
endure this pollution every year. It normally occurs in the start of the year, and it has
now deteriorated to the point that it is hazardous to people's health and livelihood,
as well as having an impact on the economy and the environment. When researching
the origins of haze pollution, it is discovered that there are sources in Thailand as
well as sources in neighboring countries. Transboundary haze pollution is an
increasing problem that requires the government to act fast to avoid, reduce, and
control. As a result, the researcher examined the concepts of due diligence in
general and in the environmental contexts, including court decisions in the pulp mill
case and cases before the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, in order to

identify best practices for transboundary haze pollution. From the study, it appears
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that the essence of due diligence is to enact appropriate legislation or measures,
maintain some level of vigilance in law enforcement, exercise administrative control
over state and private actors, and carefully consider the technology used, as well as
conduct an environmental impact assessment (EIA) for large and complex projects.
The researcher used the Transboundary Haze Pollution Act 2014 of Singapore,
a country facing transboundary haze pollution from neighboring countries, to analyze
and compare Thailand's ability to enforce Singapore's legal system against entities
responsible for haze pollution, which could lead to international due diligence
obligations. In addition, an analysis of Thailand's applicable haze pollution laws from
a due diligence perspective was also conducted.

The researcher views that laws on haze pollution should be enacted to
cover a case of transboundary haze pollution and provide authorities to monitor and
resolve this problem, following the Transboundary Haze Pollution Act 2014 of

Singapore.



