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This independent study has primary aim to examine implications in considering
wrongdoers’ economic status when indicating their legal fines in accordance to Road
Traffic Act, B.E. 2522 (1979). Current fine indication is considered inappropriate,
disproportionate, and inconsistent with equity principle in penalizing wrongdoers, even
though the Act on Imposition of Pinai Regulatory Fines, B.E. 2565 (2022) was later
enacted. The act targeted for government officers to rightfully execute Pinai Regulatory
Fines onto wrongdoers in accordance with their economic status. Nonetheless, it was
not thoroughly plausible for officers to execute accordingly. As a result, financially
advantaged wrongdoers usually found fines affordable and therefore led to repetitive
crimes, causing ineffective sanction towards preventive means. It is therefore vital to
conduct in-depth study of legal measures on penalty systems executed in the Republic
of Finland as well as in the Federal Republic of Germany in accounting for wrongdoers ’
economic status (Day Fine) towards comparative analysis and future recommendations
on appropriate legal measures for Thailand respectively.

The study has shown that legal measures in Thailand are regulated in the basis
of fixed fines. With the implementation of Pinai Regulatory Fines, B.E. 2565 (2022),

section 9 (4) stated legal implication in considering wrongdoers’ economic status to



(6)

indicate legal fines, yet officers are nonetheless prohibited to penalize beyond
maximum fine enlisted by law. Considering the content of Road Traffic Act, B.E. 2522
(1979) which sanctions only a fine ranging from hundreds to thousands baht, financially
advantaged wrongdoers would find subjected fines somewhat affordable and could
lead to criminal repetition, inevitably obstructing a thorough solution to this issue,
especially when compared against applying fine systems that fully considered
wrongdoers’ economic status. According to the research of legal measures
implemented in the Republic of Finland, the Criminal Code of Finland has explicitly
issued day fine towards wrongdoers by solely considering level of crime severity and
economic status of wrongdoers to indicate range of minimum and maximum days and
fines for legal penalization. Government officers are rightfully authorized to access into
individual tax data and utilize them to calculate subjected fines at best discretion. On
the other hand, the research on the Federal Republic of Germany has similarly resulted
to the implementation of day fine as listed on German Criminal Code, applying to
minor traffic crimes considering level of severity in conjunction with disposable
personal income of wrongdoers. The court will assess financial situations of wrongdoers
upon consolidating evidences from police investigation.

With aforementioned reasons, researcher recommends stringently revisiting fine
systems as regulated on Road Traffic Act, B.E. 2522 (1979). In calculating day fine, law
must primarily determine from personal income of wrongdoers of at the minimum of 1
day fine and maximum of 120 days fine as well as authorize government officers to
rightfully penalize wrongdoers accordingly. Furthermore, according to Office of the
Prime Minister’s notification, government officers who are authorized to fine
wrongdoers based on Road Traffic Act, B.E. 2522 (1979) are only limited to traffic
officers of equivalent to or higher than inspector level. Researcher recommends that
this authorized population also be accessible to personal income data at the time of
legal proceedings in order to accurately adjust fine based on wrongdoers’ economic

status.



